Characterization of the response of erythrocyte sodium-lithium countertransport to inhibitors.
To clarify the biochemical characteristics of the sodium-lithium countertransporter (SLC) the responses of SLC to two probes of ion transport--4,4'-diisothiocyanostilbene-2,2' disulfonate, and N-ethylmaleimide--were assessed. The results suggest that the SLC transporter is associated with the band 3 protein in the plasma membrane and demonstrate that a sulfhydryl group is essential for transport function.